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intrigue were at work to destroy the nation in the selfish
interest of a few. The empire fell into lesser hands.
Baji Rao II was, and still is, regarded as the evil genius
of the Marathas, and, had it not been for him, Marathas
might still be reigning at Poona. As it was, the empire
fell in fragments; Satara, Nagpur, Kolhapur, Gwalior,
Indore, and Baroda were reorganized as separate States,
and the last four have survived the changes and chances
of a policy which has varied from time to time according
to the political creed.

These Maratha States were governed upon the estab-
lished system, and according to the Hindu ideas of the
time. That the times were turbulent was no fault of theirs.
Their methods may not have been in tune with British
political ideas, but they were not slow to accept advice.
The intervention of Colonel Walker, a true friend of the
State, had a profound influence upon the fortunes of
Baroda. The foundations of that State had been firmly
laid by Pilaji, and especially by Damaji Rao; if subse-
quent Princes varied in temperament and in fortune, and
if none of them takes high rank as ruler, at least they
carried on the Government of the country and bequeathed
a heritage to their successors. Malhar Rao is the Marino
Faliero of Baroda.

It was therefore upon a solid foundation that Madhav
Rao had to build the walls, and the Maharaja to complete
the superstructure. The rule was autocratic, and auto-
cratic it should remain. To this day there is nothing,
except his own good sense and public opinion, to prevent
the Maharaja from passing the most fantastic laws, or
indeed from abrogating all laws, from using the entire
State revenues for his own gratification, or from passing
any order, good or bad, which might occur to the fancy
of the moment, until the Supreme Government stepped
in with the warning that such things must cease. But the